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  Jimôs Journal 
I had a friend over on the weekend who constantly emails me with various warnings that are emailed 
to him. I was trying to explain that most of these are actually a form of virus or spam activity designed 
to overload internet systems. He wouldnôt believe me so to prove the point I took his latest forwarded 
message and we investigated it. First we Googled the names of the seemingly important people the 
message had been sent from. They didnôt exist on Google. Then I did the same to the positions they 
held. No luck. Then I Googled the Departments they worked for in the government organisation. Again 
I got no result. He was still unconvinced so I Googled the actual subject of this email message. That 
had an interesting result as it appeared a number of times on websites devoted to debunking scams. 
That did the trick and he has promised to check these emails before he sends them to me again.  
We often have parents who are very concerned about the latest email directed at their children. Some 
are about drugs, some about predatory behaviour, some about weapons and some about the internet. 
Use my simple system of searching and you can save yourself a lot of worry about messages that are 
sent purely to worry you! The same goes for messages about making you an instant millionaire 
(perhaps from Nigeria) and about giving your bank details to receive the Federal Stimulus package. If it 
doesnôt seem right it probably isnôt! 
The internet is a wonderful resource as long as you donôt believe everything you read.  
 

All the Best  
Jim  

 
Reminders : Just a couple of reminders to ensure our teachers are maximising the time they spend 
teaching your children.  
If you need to see a teacher ring the office to make an interview time. Teachers should be preparing 
and planning in the morning and often have meetings after school. Holding them up stops them doing 
their job properly, but when they have appointments they can plan this into their schedule. They will be 
happy to make a time with you.  
¶ Write a note for your child instead of, telling the teacher. Interrupting the class to say a child is 

late stops everyone from learning.  
¶ If you have to drop off an item or a lunch make sure it is in eating time or leave it at the office. If 

you are working to make your child responsible and independent then there are very few things 
that should need dropping off.  

ABSENTEE SMS PHONE # 0407032739  
Eg : J.Connan 4 Dec Measles  

REMINDER 5/6 CAMP. 

The camp deposit for the 5/6 camp is due this Friday 13th March 



SMS 

Student Absentees  
You can SMS to 0407032739 (this is our 

SMS receive only number, ONLY for   
reporting student absences) with the  

name of the child, date/s and   reason 
for absence. Please ensure the surname 

is stated.  
EG: J. Connan 091007 Measles.  

 

Meagan  M  for achieving absolutely amazing spelling results. 
Kimberley  M  an outstanding job on her sandwich bar menu, using her time well and  producing 
a terrific publication.  
Lachie  M  wow! What a terrific week you have had. I am so pleased with you and the effort you 
have been making when completing your work. I have been watching you closely when  reading 
and writing, you are now reading more fluently and when writing attempting new and difficult 
words with so much confidence.  
Emily  M  It is great to see your confidence building during class discussions. Thankyou for sharing 
your wonderful thoughts and ideas with the grade this week. Keep up the fantastic effort.  
Ethan M  for producing an interesting museum display and sharing lots of info about it.  

Headlice Program  
If you are keen to be part 
of our headlice Program, 
please leave your name 

and number at the office so 
you can be contacted for 
training. You will need to 
have a óWorking with    

Childrenò check and we can 
provide forms for that. This 

is a very worthwhile      
program that needs regular 
attention so please help if 

you can! 

WORLDôS GREATEST SHAVE 
Lachie  from Mrs Gravettôs grade mum (Kylie) will be shaving all her hair 
off for The Worldôs Greatest Shave day on the 21st March 2009 to raise 
money for The   Leukaemia Foundation. Donations for this great cause 

can be left at the school office.  

Thomas, Olivia , Payden  & Briana  

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK 

 

Advertising in the Newsletter  
I have left this a bit late but we 
are looking for businesses who 
would like to advertise on the back 
of the newsletter. The cost last 
time  was $80 for 10,000 copies. It 
will approximately be that again. 
Please let Kaye or Kerry know if 
you are interested ASAP.  

Bridges Program 

I have had a few people enquire about the Bridges program so I thought I should give a brief description about it in 

the newsletter. This would be handy if your child is involved or if you are interested in becoming a Literacy       

Assistant. 

The Bridges Literacy program is designed to re-engage children in reading and to accelerate their progress if they 

are having some difficulties. It is a one-to-one program and each child participates in a 30 minute session. The 

session consists of a 7 step formula that is followed by the assistant... 

¶ Vocabulary-use flash cards to teach vocabulary to build a bank of words that the student is able to        

recognise by sight 

¶ Familiar reading-listen to student read a familiar text to develop confident in reading and to increase    

fluency 

¶ Reading together-reading to and with the student to practice reading at an instructional level 

¶ Latching on to Literature-reading aloud to the student a text that is for pure enjoyment like a poem or    

picture story book to experience the joy of hearing quality literature in a positive atmosphere 

¶ Oral Language-to challenge the studentôs thinking by posing a number or questions based on the text in 

order to engage the student in a two way dialogue based on the experiences gained during the Latching 

onto Literacy component  

¶ Writing together-write a sentence to confirm the studentôs engagement with the text and to publish a    

sequential and correct sentence 

¶ Language Games-reinforce a visual interest in words to support prior learning 

Training is given to the assistants and the teachers do the assessments. Itôs very rewarding seeing the children    

progress not only in reading levels but in confidence! Please donôt hesitate to ask me any questions. If you are      

curious about doing this, come and talk to me. Most assistants come either in the morning or just before dismissal.  

Imagine the impact you can make in a childôs life in just 30 minutes! 

Sue 

THANKYOU 
Thankyou to ALSTOM POWER for 
once again being involved in a 
program to assist our school with 
our sports equipment. Alstom 
Power has generously donated six 
footballs to encourage our      
students to stay fit and healthy.  

EASTER RAFFLE 
Each year we have an Easter Raffle. We ask 
all families to please donate one Easter Egg 
per family. Tickets will be sent home today 
with the eldest child from each family. The 
tickets are $1 each. The children love this  

raffle as we have so many prizes. Tickets are due back on   
Friday 27th March and will  be drawn on Wednesday 1st April. 
If you wish to sell more tickets they will be available at the 
school office. There will be a prize for the most tickets sold. 
Good Luck. 

CRAZY HAIR DAY 
The Junior School Council have organised a CRAZY HAIR 
DAY ( out of uniform day  ) on Friday 13th March. Go 
Crazy with styles and colors!  
Gold Coin Donation. Money raised goes to the Leukaemia 
Foundation.  

LOST 

Two weeks ago one of our students left their 

scooter in the school bike shed after school and 

when returning the next day someone had taken 

it. If you know anything about this missing 

scooter please contact the school office.  


